
YKIFF 
Guests

Chris McNutt 
Manager of community TV 
Northwestel 

Workshop: Everything you need to know to successfully market and distribute 
your film, Saturday Oct 1st 
12 – 3:30pm (Quality Inn) Lunch provided

Face 2 Face Sessions, Sunday Oct 2nd 
1:30 – 3:30pm (Quality Inn)

nwtelcommunitytv.ca

As Manager of Northwestel Community TV, Chris produces and helps 
develop a wide range of programming in partnership with independent 
northern screen producers. As a producer, Chris has won national com-
munity television awards in both Canada and the US and he contributes 
to the overall growth of the screen media industry in the North through 
his work as the President of the Yukon industry association (SPYA). Chris is 
in Yellowknife to meet with producers creating a wide range of projects in 
all phases of development.

Jon Montes 
Producer  
National Film Board of Canada (NFB) 

Face 2 Face Sessions, Sunday Oct 2nd  
1:30 – 3:30pm (Quality Inn)

Based in Winnipeg, Jon is currently a producer with the NFB’s North West 
Studio. As associate producer with the NFB Jon’s recent projects include 
the feature documentaries Gun Runners (Hot Docs 2016), Danny (Hot 
Docs 2015), the short animation 54 Hours (Founder’s Award - Yorkton 
Film Festival), the interactive documentary Bubble Dancers (32nd Int’l 
Environmental Film Festival, Paris), and on the 10th and 11th editions of 
the animation intensive Hothouse. A transplanted east coaster, Jon holds 
an MA in Communication & Culture from York and Ryerson Universities.

Jonathan Antoine 
Director 
Why Speaking Your Language Is Important

Local Shorts, Sunday October 2nd  
4pm Capitol Theatre

Jonathan Antoine is a Dene Filmmaker from the community of Liidlii Kue (Fort 
Simpson) in the Dehcho Region of Treaty 11. Jonathan is passionate about telling 
Northern stories through the art form of Digital Filmmaking. He loves to shoot 
his films in his hometown and the surrounding environments of Nahendeh.

Camilla MacEachern 
NWT Film Commissioner 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment

Camilla is a third generation Northerner with a background in Tourism 
therefor promoting  the NWTs as a filming destination comes second 
nature to her. Prior to her role with the NWT Film Commission, Camilla 
worked as a Coordinator for Arts and Fine crafts with the Government  
of the Northwest Territories which allowed her to travel across the north 
and gain  first hand exposure to the unique settings, colourful characters 
and natural backdrops that encompass the NWT. Camilla is very proud  
to be working in the industry at this exciting time and looks forward to  
help it flourish.  www.nwtfilm.com

Zacharias Kunuk 
Filmmaker. 
Director Maliglutit 

In Conversation – public talk, Thursday, Sep 29  
NACC + reception

Maliglutit, Sunday October 2nd 
7pm Capitol Theatre

IMDB Profile 
 
Zacharias Kunuk (b. 1957, Kapuivik near Igloolik) won the Camera d’Or at 
Cannes 2001 for Isuma’s first feature, Atanarjuat The Fast Runner. He is 
president of Igloolik Isuma Productions, Canada’s first Inuit-owned in-
dependent production company, co-founded in 1990 with the late Paul 
Apak, the late Pauloosie Qulitalik and Norman Cohn.

Besides being a filmmaker, Zacharias has been active in his community 
work. He has served on the Boards of Igloolik’s Hunters and Trappers 
Organization and Radio Society; was elected to several terms as Hamlet 
Councillor including acting as Deputy Mayor; was appointed to the Board 
of Nunavut Arctic College; and is currently on the Board of Nunavut De-
velopment Corporation. In 1981, Kunuk sold three sculptures in Montreal 
and brought home the Arctic’s first home video camera. From 1983-1991 
he worked for Inuit Broadcasting Corporation in Igloolik, as producer, then 
senior producer and finally station manager. As an independent producer 
through Isuma from 1988 to the present, Zach’s credits include the short 
dramas Qaggiq (Gathering Place, 1989), Nunaqpa (Going Inland, 1991) 
and Saputi (Fish Traps, 1993); Isuma’s 13-part TV series Nunavut (Our 
Land, 1995), broadcast on Bravo! and exhibited at Dokumenta 11; more 
than a dozen documentaries from Nipi (Voice, 1999), Nanugiurutiga (My 
First Polar Bear, 2001) and Kunuk Family Reunion (2004), to the more 
recent Kiviaq vs. Canada (2006), Exile (2009) and currently in production, 
Inuit Knowledge and Climate Change.

Kunuk also is producer of The Fast Runner Trilogy, three ground-breaking 
Inuit-language feature films that have received worldwide audience ac-
claim: Atanarjuat The Fast Runner (2001), The Journals of Knud Rasmus-
sen (2006) and Before Tomorrow (2009).

Besides winning numerous film prizes during the past ten years, Zach is a 
winner of the National Arts Award and National Aboriginal Achievement 
Award; in 2005 was named an Officer of the Order of Canada; and in 2008 
awarded an Honouray Doctor of Law degree from Trent University in Pe-
terborough, Ontario.

CLAIRE AGUILAR  
Producer. Programmer.

Masterclass: Sunday, Oct 2nd  
12 – 1:30pm (Quality Inn) lunch provided

Face 2 Face Sessions: Sunday, Oct 2nd 
1:30 – 3:30pm (Quality Inn)

IMDB Profile 
 
Claire Aguilar is Director of Programming and Industry Engagement for 
Sheffield Doc/Fest, one of the leading showcases of documentary films 
and digital media in the world. She is the programmer for the festival and 
is also responsible for industry training and mentoring. Prior to Sheffield, 
she worked at the ITVS as a funder and co-producer for independent film-
makers and public media. She has commissioned programming from the 
global community of independent producers, and has been a curator for 
the PBS series “Independent Lens”. She has served as a programming con-
sultant, executive advisor and jury member for the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, STEPS, Firelight Media, IDFA, Visions du Réel, Eurodoc, 
WGBH, the Pew Fellowships in the Arts and many other media organiza-
tions. A second-generation Filipina American, she has a BA in Commu-
nications Studies and MA in Film and Television Studies from UCLA. She 
serves on the Boards of Women Make Movies, Firelight Media and EDN.

American Film Showcase 
Vimeo

The American Film Showcase brings award-winning contemporary Ameri-
can documentaries, independent fiction films, and documentary know-
how to audiences around the world, offering a view of American society 
and culture as seen by independent filmmakers. Funded by a grant from 
the State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) 
and produced by the University of Southern California School of Cin-
ematic Arts (SCA), the Showcase highlights the value of film in fostering 
understanding and cooperation, dialogue and debate. The AFS films ex-
plore diverse topics including civil rights, disabilities, social justice, sports, 
freedom of the press, technology and the environment.

Avi Federgreen 
Producer. Distributor. 
IndieCan

Workshop: What They Don’t Teach You in Film School, Friday Sept. 30th  
1:00 – 5:00pm (Quality Inn)

Workshop: Everything you need to know to successfully market  
and distribute your film, Saturday Oct 1st 
12:00 – 3:30pm (Quality Inn) lunch provided

Face 2 Face Sessions, Sunday Oct 2nd 
1:30 – 3:30pm (Quality Inn)

IMDB Profile 
indiecanent.com 
 
Federgreen has been making films for almost 20 years: Still Mine, One 
Week, Score: A Hockey Musical, I’m Yours, Moon Point, High Life, and 
many more. His projects have received widespread recognition at inter-
national film festivals, including the prestigious Toronto International Film 
Festival, and nominations for a Gemini and the Directors Guild of Canada 
awards. Federgreen brings to IndieCan Entertainment the advantage of 
knowing what it takes to make a film, and the ability to not only identify 
a film’s audiences, but to successfully reach them. His active interest and 
involvement have been endorsed by his colleagues and collaborators, 
resulting in distribution relationships on many projects. In the digital 
age, films have new opportunities to find audiences with TV, Netflix, and 
iTunes, and by using websites, and social media to promote and market. 
While recognizing the potential of new media for film releases, Feder-
green also looks forward to bringing back a taste of “the old days,” pro-
moting theatrical releases, film-focused events, and audience incentives 
for going to the cinema.

Lulu Keating 
Director 
The Klondike Viking

The Klondike Viking, Saturday October 1st 
4pm NACC

Lulu Keating was born into a family of 10 siblings in a small town in Nova 
Scotia, Canada.  After studies at St. Francis Xavier University, Vancouver 
School of Art and Ryerson University in Toronto, she embarked on her 
work as a filmmaker.  Keating’s diverse and prolific practice in film  
and video have taken her to Japan and Zimbabwe, crossing genres of 
fiction, animation, experimental and documentary. With pan-Canadian 
connections from Halifax to Vancouver to Dawson City in the Yukon, Lulu 
remains a vital force in the creative community of artists working with  
the moving image.

Devery Jacobs 
Actor 

The Sun At Midnight, Saturday Oct 1.  
7pm (Capitol Theatre)

Devery Jacobs is a film and television actress, born and raised on the  
Mohawk reservation of Kahnawà’ke, QC. She stars in the lead role of  
“Lia” in The Sun At Midnight.  
Devery is also known for her leading role as Aila in the award-winning 
feature film Rhymes for Young Ghouls (2013), in which she was  
nominated for Best Actress at the 2014 Canadian Screen Awards. Devery 
is recognizable as the recurring role of Lollipop in APTN’s Mohawk Girls, 
and as the voice of Sam in video game The Walking Dead: Michonne 
(2016).  In addition to The Sun At Midnight, her upcoming projects in 
2016 include the supporting roles in feature film, The Land of Rock and 
Gold, and web series, Cold. 

Duane Howard 
Actor 

The Sun At Midnight, Saturday Oct 1.  
7pm (Capitol Theatre)

Duane Howard stars in the lead role of “Alfred” in The Sun At Midnight. 
He is well known for his role as ‘Elk Dog’, the lead native warrior, acting 
alongside Tom Hardy and Oscar winning actor Leonardo DiCaprio, in 20th 
Century Fox’s  film The Revenant. Duane Howard is a member of the  
Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations, located on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island in British Columbia. Duane began his film career with a stunt credit 
on the feature film The Scarlett Letter. Duane’s credits grew from stunts 
to stunt acting to acting roles on shows such as the TV movies Bury My 
Heart at Wounded Knee and Goodnight for Justice: Queen of Hearts and 
Arctic Air. 

Kirsten Carthew 
Writer, Director, Producer

The Sun At Midnight, Saturday Oct 1.  
7pm (Capitol Theatre)

Kirsten Carthew is the director of The YK Doc Project, Abe & Alfred and 
Fish Out Of Water. She has multiple writing credits, which include the 
Brazilian feature film Uma Loucura De Mulher (2016), directed by Mar-
cus Ligocki and starring Mariana Ximenes. The Sun At Midnight marks 
Kirsten’s directorial debut. She is a former producer and journalist with 
CBC and has worked as a filmmaker and transmedia producer in Europe, 
the Middle East, Canada and the USA. In 2011 and 2012 the Status of 
Women Council of the NWT nominated Kirsten as a Wise Woman for her 
role in co-founding two award-winning not-for-profit organizations de-
voted to outdoor adventure and environmental stewardship for youth in 
the Northwest Territories. She is an alumna of the Canadian Film Centre, 
the National Screen Institute, the London School of Economics and the 
University of Southern California.

Amos Scott 
Producer 

The Sun At Midnight, Saturday Oct 1.  
7pm (Capitol Theatre)

Amos Scott is an emerging Indigenous filmmaker from Canada’s 
North. Amos is the writer and director of ‘Akoó’ a short film selected  
to screen at the 2016 ImagineNative Film Festival. He is also the creator,  
producer and director of ‘Dene A Journey’, with the 2nd season to air  
on APTN. 

Jay Bulckaert & Pablo Saravanja 
Associate Producers 
The Sun At Midnight

The Sun At Midnight, Saturday Oct 1.  
7pm (Capitol Theatre)

Jay Bulckaert and Pablo Saravanja are filmmakers based in Yellowknife. 
They are co-directors of Artless Collective, one of the North’s most unique 
creative studios which produces content geared to bring a new voice to 
the North. They collaborate with the best the North has to offer and are 
the guys behind Dead North Film festival, Conibear, Knife Knews and Fur 
Harvesters NWT.

Jennifer Walden 
filmmaker 
Painted Girl

Painted Girl, Short Film Series #3: Northern Shorts, Sunday October 2 
4pm

Jennifer Walden is a filmmaker and artist living in Yellowknife, North-
west Territories. Her short film Painted Girl was one of 9 national finalists 
appearing on CBC’s Short Film Faceoff in June/July 2016. She has also 
directed Preserved, which won Best Cinematography and Best Editing at 
the 2016 Dead North Short Film Making Festival. Jen worked as the Artist 
Director for the feature film The Sun At Midnight  which is being show-
cased at this years 2016 YKIFF, ImaginNATIVE Film Fest and more. Jen is 
currently in post production of her most recent project, a yet to be named 
short that was shot in Yellowknife, NT this summer. 

With a unique eye for aesthetic details on her sets, mixed with captivat-
ing storylines, Jen has set herself apart as filmmaker who creates visually 
stunning films with substance, character and heart. 

YKIFF 
Sponsors

Alestine Andre, Sharon Snowshoe and Ingrid Kritsch   
Associate Producers 

The Sun At Midnight, Saturday Oct 1.  
7pm (Capitol Theatre) 
 
GWICH’IN TRIBAL COUNCIL (GTC) 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
(GWICH’IN SOCIAL & CULTURAL INSTITUTE, GSCI) 
 
Sharon Snowshoe, Director 
Ingrid Kritsch, Research Director 
Alestine Andre, Heritage Researcher

The Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute (GSCI) became involved  
with The Sun At Midnight at the script stage in 2009. Elders and  
community members workshopped the script and provided ongoing  
feedback throughout its evolution. GSCI actively championed the project 
and in addition to being a cultural advisor, is also one of the film’s  
core funders. 

Jeremy Emerson 
Executive Director 
Yellowknife International Film Festival 

Yellowknife-based filmmaker Jeremy Emerson holds a B.F.A in New Media 
from the University of Lethbridge. His experience on short and Feature 
films, music videos and television sets in Vancouver, Toronto and Yellow-
knife gives him the ability to function in a variety of roles. His experience 
in the North includes contract videography work for a number of com-
munication and broadcast companies and working as Executive Director 
of Western Arctic Moving Pictures (WAMP), the North’s independent 
film and production Centre. Through his 7 years as Executive Director of 
WAMP, Jeremy has gained experience planning, raising funds, coordinat-
ing workshops, events and productions as founder and often Director of 
the Yellowknife International Film Festival in its current format
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