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10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPPORTING   PROMOTING   BUILDING
LOCAL FILM TALENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FUNDING AND SUPPORT FOR THE NWT FILM 
INDUSTRY CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE NWT FILM COMMISSION. 
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The NWT Professional Media Association  
is here to foster our film industry in the North. 

We are proud to support the  
Yellowknife International Film Festival.
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WELCOME TO THE  
10TH ANNUAL YELLOWKNIFE 
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL!
A film festival is only as good as its program 
and this year we have more films than ever! 
We’re celebrating our 10th year with three different venues, one committed to free 
outdoor family screenings. This year is also very exciting because we have one  
of our very own local features The Sun at Midnight, premiering to a sold out audience. 
This is the first feature dramatic film of this scale to be shot in the NWT, and definitely 
not the last.

Over the last 10 years the Yellowknife International Film Festival has brought 
circumpolar and relevant independent cinema to the capital city of the Northwest 
Territories. The Festival is an important opportunity for Northern filmmakers  
to celebrate their hard work, network and be recognized for our truly unique  
approach to storytelling.

The film festival in partnership with the NWT Professional Media Association 
(NWTPMA) provides professional development and valuable networking events  
that have helped professional relationships grow into important mentors, collaborators 
and contacts in the national community. This year we are honored to have Zacharias 
Kunuk as a special guest accompanying the screening of his latest film, Maliglutit  
with a public conversation with the famous filmmaker.

This years Festival is all about getting Northern content out to the world and  
hatching new projects. Offering face time with broadcasters, distributors and funders 
who are eager to hear their ideas and work with northern content creators. Workshops 
with IndieCan Executive Producer Avi Federgreen include “What They Don’t Teach  
You In Film School” and lessons in how to successfully market and distribute your film. 
This fall, it’s time for northern content creators to be heard, and it will be loud. 

With such a diverse program of film and events the 2016 YKIFF program truly  
has something for everyone.

Many thanks to all of our partners and sponsors for their generous support,  
and an extra special thanks to our incredible volunteers!

Festival Director 
Jeremy Emerson 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28 | NACC

KATATJANIK UTIPPALIANINGA  
(THE RETURN OF THROAT SINGING) 7 PM
CANADA, CAROLINE NOCHASAK, 7 MIN

The community of Nain in northern Labrador is rich with breathtaking landscapes and 
people with a strong storytelling history. Created through the St. John's International 
Women's Film Festival's FRAMED film educations series, in partnership with the 
Nunatsiavut Government, this film explores throat singing- a special talent and traditional 
game for both fun and public entertainment, which was nearly destroyed but has since 
been revived.

ANGRY INUK
CANADA, ALETHEA ARNAQUQ-BARIL, 85 MIN

Seal hunting, a critical part of Inuit life, has been controversial for a long time.  
Now, a new generation of Inuit, armed with social media and their own sense of humour 
and justice, are challenging the anti-sealing groups and bringing their own voices  
into the conversation. Director Alethea Arnaquq-Baril joins her fellow Inuit activists  
as they challenge outdated perceptions of Inuit and present themselves to the world  
as a modern people in dire need of a sustainable economy.
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KONELĪNE: OUR LAND BEAUTIFUL 7 PM
CANADA, NETTIE WILD, 96 MIN

KONELĪNE: our land beautiful is a sensual, cinematic celebration of northwestern  
British Columbia, and all the dreamers who move across it. Set deep in the traditional 
territory of the Tahltan First Nation, KONELĪNE captures beauty and complexity as one 
of Canada’s vast wildernesses undergoes irrevocable change. Some hunt on the land. 
Some mine it. They all love it. An art film with politics, drama, and humour, KONELĪNE: 
our land beautiful explores different ways of seeing—and being.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28 | Capitol Theatre

LEAGUE OF EXOTIC DANCERS 9 PM MATURE CONTENT
USA, RAMA RAU, 90 MIN

With a blast of brassy jazz and a spin through the glitz of modern Las Vegas,  
Emmy® Award-winning Storyline Entertainment and award-winning director Rama Rau’s 
documentary League of Exotique Dancers sets the stage for a provocative and eye-
opening “backstage tour” of the golden age of Burlesque through the colourful lives  
of unforgettable women who made it glitter. 

Hosted by BRRRlesque with a pre-show performance. 
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MOUSSE 9 PM
SWEDEN, JOHN HELLBERG, 40 MIN

What could be easier than robbing a small bookie place on the outskirts of town?  
It’s during the year’s biggest horse race event and the betting center Washington’s 
Tobacco looks like the ultimate hit for some fast cash. Mousse is a man of pride and 
principles and is fed up with living as a second-class citizen. But what happens when 
he faces principles different to his own?

SONG OF THE SEA 7 PM
IRELAND/LUXEMBOURG/BELGIUM/FRANCE/DENMARK, TOMM MOORE, 93 MIN

Based on the Irish legend of the Selkies, Song of the Sea tells the story of the last seal-
child, Saoirse, and her brother Ben, who go on an epic journey to save the world of 
magic and discover the secrets of their past. Pursued by the owl witch Macha and  
a host of ancient and mythical creatures, Saoirse and Ben race against time to awaken 
Saoirse’s powers and keep the spirit world from disappearing forever.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28 | Somba K'e
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SCREENAGERS 1:30 PM
USA, DELANEY RUSTON, 70 MIN

Screenagers explores parental struggles over social media, video games, academics 
and internet addiction and offers solutions to help kids find balance.

Co-presented with the NWT Literacy Council.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29 | NACC

NAPAGUNNAQULLUSI - SO THAT YOU CAN STAND 7 PM
CANADA, OLE GJERSTAD, 83 MIN

Documentary depicting events leading up to the signature of the James Bay & Northern 
Quebec Agreement (JBNQA) in 1975. It is told from the eyes of a small band of young 
Inuit fighting for their rights against an all‐powerful government‐corporate behemoth 
determined to usurp their land.
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SLEEPING GIANT 7 PM
CANADA, ANDREW CIVIDINO, 83 MIN

While spending the summer in cottage country on the shores of Lake Superior,  
three teens cope with boredom by testing the limits of their experience.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29 | Capitol Theatre

INAATE/SE/ [IT SHINES A CERTAIN WAY. TO A CERTAIN 
PLACE./IT FLIES. FALLS./] 9 PM MATURE CONTENT
CANADA, ADAM KHALIL, 71 MIN

Adam Khalil and Zack Khalil’s new film re-imagines an ancient Ojibway story,  
the Seven Fires Prophecy, which both predates and predicts first contact with 
Europeans. A kaleidoscopic experience blending documentary, narrative, and 
experimental forms, INAATE/SE/ transcends linear colonized history to explore how 
the prophecy resonates through the generations in their indigenous community within 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
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APRIL AND THE EXTRAORDINARY WORLD 7 PM
FRANCE, CHRISTIAN DESMARES & FRANCK EKINCI, 103 MIN

From the creators of the Academy Award®-nominated Persepolis and the mind of 
renowned graphic novelist Jacques Tardi comes a riveting sci-fi adventure set in an 
alternate steampunk universe. Paris, 1941. A family of scientists is on the brink of 
discovering a powerful longevity serum when all of a sudden a mysterious force abducts 
them, leaving their young daughter April behind. Ten years later, April (voiced by 
Academy Award® nominee Marion Cotillard) lives alone with her dear cat, Darwin,  
and carries on her family’s research in secret. But she soon finds herself at the center 
of a shadowy and far-reaching conspiracy, and on the run from government agents, 
bicycle-powered dirigibles and cyborg rat spies. (English language)

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29 | Somba K'e

RAMS 9 PM
ICELAND/DENMARK/NORWAY/POLAND, GRÍMUR HÁKONARSON, 93 MIN

In a remote Icelandic farming valley, two brothers who haven't spoken in 40 years have 
to come together in order to save what's dearest to them - their sheep.
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GOING TO HEAVEN 9 PM
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, SAEED SALMEEN, 90 MIN

The film revolves around the events of Sultan (11 years), Sultan seeking the warmth  
of his grandmother's lap, he starts a crazy journey, accompanied by his friend from  
Abu Dhabi city to Fujairah city via Dubai city. Searching for tenderness missed, and the 
hope of anticipating his return to the arms of his long lost grandmother.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30 | NACC

A MOTHER IS BORN 4 PM
CANADA, DANIELLE LEWIS & KATIE STRINGER, 63 MIN

A Mother is Born is an educational documentary intended to creatively educate health 
care students, health care providers, birthing families and the general public on the 
roles of midwives in normal labour and delivery.

Co-presented with Moms, Boobs and Babies.
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AVANT LES RUES 9 PM 
CANADA, CHLOÉ LERICHE, 95 MIN

Shawnouk, a young Atikamekw, commits a crime. After escaping into the forest,  
he returns to his community, where he tries healing by investing the native traditionalism. 
(French with English subtitles)

Co-presented with Québec Cinéma, La Tournée, and AFCY.

TWO SOFT THINGS, TWO HARD THINGS 7 PM
CANADA, MARK KENNETH WOODS & MICHAEL YERXA, 71 MIN

As a small group in Nunavut, Canada prepare for a seminal LGBTQ Pride celebration 
in the Arctic, the film explores how colonization and religion have shamed and erased 
traditional Inuit beliefs about sexuality and family structure and how, 60 years later,  
a new generation of Inuit are actively 'unshaming' their past.

Co-presented with the NWT Pride.
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KEEPERS OF THE GAME 9 PM
USA, JUDD EHRLICH, 82 MIN

Lacrosse was born in Akwesasne Mohawk Territory as a sacred game, traditionally 
reserved for men. Just off the reservation at Salmon River High in Fort Covington, NY 
an all-Native girls lacrosse team comes together, seeking to be the first Native women's 
team to bring home a Section Championship. But first, they will have to overcome their 
crosstown rivals, Massena High. As the season comes to a head, the team is faced with 
increasing ambivalence in their own community and the girls must prove that the game 
of lacrosse is their rightful inheritance.

Co-presented and hosted by American Film Showcase.

THE EAGLE HUNTRESS 7 PM
MONGOLIA, OTTO BELL, 87 MIN

THE EAGLE HUNTRESS follows Aisholpan, a 13-year-old girl, as she trains to become 
the first female in twelve generations of her Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter, 
and rises to the pinnacle of a tradition that has been handed down from father to son  
for centuries. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30 | Capitol Theatre
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PHANTOM BOY 7 PM
FRANCE, JEAN-LOUP FELICIOLI & ALAIN GAGNOL, 84 MIN

Leo has a secret. A mysterious illness has transformed him into a phantom boy, able 
to leave the confines of his body and explore the city as a ghostly apparition. While in 
the hospital, he befriends Alex, a New York City cop injured while attempting to capture 
a nefarious gangster who has taken control of the city’s power supply, throwing the 
metropolis into chaos. Now they must form an extraordinary duo, using Leo’s phantom 
powers and Alex’s detective work to foil the plot and save New York from destruction. 
Phantom Boy continues Gagnol and Felicioli’s fascination with animated film noir, in a 
heart-thumping adventure that pushes their trademark visual style to literal new heights, 
as Leo swoops and soars above the greatest skyline in the world. (English language)

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30 | Somba K'e

PRE-SHOW: OGRESS OF THE GRAVELBANK
CANADA, NEIL CHRISTOPHER, 2:30 MIN

Inuit oral history is filled with strange beings and supernatural creatures. One of these 
feared land spirits is the Ogress of the Gravelbank. This cruel being was known to lure 
children into her lair and trap them there. All that perish in that cave remain there  
as spirits and animated corpses.
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ATLAN 9 PM
IRAN, MOEIN KARIMODDINI, 62 MIN

Ali is a Turkman horse trainer. Horses are his life. Ilhan is the name of the horse that 
has won him so many prizes. Ali is planning to use Ilhan's and his other horses' awards 
money to pay for his wedding. But not everything goes favourably in a course. Ilhan gets 
in an unexpected condition and Ali needs to fight for Ilhan's championship.

PRE-SHOW: LITTLE FOLK OF THE ARCTIC
CANADA, NEIL CHRISTOPHER, 3:10 MIN

Inuit traditional knowledge is filled with references to many different races and tribes  
of little folk. These beings always try to avoid human encounters, but over the years 
Inuit hunters and shaman have gathered stories and experiences to help us understand 
these small inhabitants.

PRE-SHOW: IGLUVUT
KAYLEE VICTORIA, 2 MIN

From first block to capstone, a boy and his family build an iglu to sleep in under the 
aurora filled sky.
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SHORT DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM 4 PM
PRESENTED BY NORTHWESTEL COMMUNITY TV

SATURDAY, OCT. 1 | NACC

The Klondike Viking
Canada, Lulu Keating, 20 min

ADI: At the Confluence
USA/India/China, Joor Baruah, 20 min

Dogpower
USA/India/China, Kale Casey, 33 min

Cree Code Talker
Canada, Alexandra Lazarowich, 14 min

Pinch of Salt
India, Tanmay Shah, 12 min

Barbarian Press
Canada, Sarah Race, 18 min



16

INTERNATIONAL SHORTS PROGRAM 7 PM
 

Hari
India, Tushar Tyagi, 15 min

Magasin
Netherlands, Jordy Tempelman, 23 min

Forest of Echoes
Austria, Maria Luz Olivares Capelle, 30 min

To the Sea
Turkey, Ufuk çavuş, 13 min

God's Acre
Canada, Kelton Stepanowich, 15 min

Rain Lotus
China, Joe Chang, 7 min
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SATURDAY, OCT. 1 | Capitol Theatre

THE SUN AT MIDNIGHT 7 PM
CANADA, KIRSTEN CARTHEW, 93 MIN

Set in the Canadian Subarctic, The Sun At Midnight tells the story of an unusual 
friendship between a Gwich'in hunter obsessed with finding a missing caribou herd  
and a teenage rebel who gets lost while on the run.

NEW YEARS EVE 9 PM
CHINA, XIANG MA, 94 MIN

On New Year’s Eve an old salesman was trying his luck in university dorms and 
was invited into one where a group of music students were having a birthday party. 
The students offered him drinks and later became interested in his products. But 
conversations slowly turned ugly and insult followed. Things started to get out of control.
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CHASSE-GALERIE : LA LÉGENDE 9 PM 
CANADA, JEAN-PHILIPPE DUVAL, 109 MIN

In 1863, a group of snow-bound travelers invokes the devil, who gives them a flying 
canoe for them to go home. When one of them finds his wife about to die in labor,  
he makes a pact with the devil to save her and his newborn daughter Liza. He then 
cheats the devil of his prize by sacrificing himself. 25 years later, Liza wants to marry  
her beloved Jos, who has to go away to a remote logging camp to earn money to save 
his farm, but the devil is determined to ruin her happiness. (French with English subtitles)

Co-presented with Québec Cinéma, La Tournée, and AFCY.

SATURDAY, OCT. 1 | Somba K'e

ONLY YESTERDAY 7 PM
JAPAN, ISAO TAKAHATA, 118 MIN (STUDIO GHIBLI)

Having lived her whole life in the city, 27-year-old Taeko (Daisy Ridley, Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens) decides to visit her relatives in the countryside. As she travels, 
memories of her youth resurface and after meeting young farmer Toshio (Dev Patel, 
Slumdog Millionaire), she wonders if she’s been true to the dreams of her childhood self. 
Deftly switching between past and present, Only Yesterday is a masterpiece of time and 
tone, rich with humor and stirring emotion, and beautifully animated by Studio Ghibli,  
one of the world’s most revered animation studios.
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LATE NIGHT WEIRD 9 PM
 

Beat Around the Bush
Canada, Brianne Nord-Stewart, 13 min

Farm is a Four Letter Word
Canada, Ryan Couldrey, 10 min

Sweetwater of Memory
Germany, Carlos Vin Lopes, 33 min Bogo the Clown

Canada, Greg Fox, 15 min

Death and the Maiden
France, Stefano Matthieu, 6 min

I Had a Bad Back Then I 
Got Hit by a Car

Canada, Graham Shishkov, 10 min

Mr. Dentonn
Spain, Ivan Villamel Sanchez, 9 min  

(Mature Content)

Honk
France, Simon Paraire, 5 min

Deserter’s North
USA, Xinhao Liang, 13 min
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SUNDAY, OCT. 2 | NACC

ON THE FARM 4 PM
CANADA, RACHEL TALALAY, 90 MIN

Based on a true story, a powerful study of the dysfunction and disorder in the police and 
criminal justice systems that allowed a wily psychopath to murder nearly 50 marginalised 
women from Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.

PRE-SHOW: THE RIVER
CANADA, ERIKA MACPHERSON & KATHERENA VERMETTE, 19.5 MIN

This river offers an Indigenous perspective on the devastating experience of searching 
for a loved one who has disappeared. 

THE FINAL MEMBER 7 PM
CANADA, JONAH BEKHOR & ZACH MATH, 74 MIN

Thirty miles from the Arctic Circle, in the northern Icelandic town of Husavik, stands  
the Icelandic Phallological Museum - the world's only Penis museum. Over 40 years,  
the founder and curator has collected every specimen from every mammal except for 
one elusive penis needed to complete his collection: The Human Specimen. The film 
follows the curator's incredible, sublimely comic, often shocking quest to complete his 
eccentric collection, and the two intrepid men who have raised their hands to be the  
first human donor.
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NORTHERN SHORTS PROGRAM 4 PM
PRESENTED BY NORTHWESTEL COMMUNITY TV

SUNDAY, OCT. 2 | Capitol Theatre 

Painted Girl
Canada, Jennifer Walden, 13 min

Princess Jack
Canada, Lesley Johnson, 7 min

SHIFT
Canada, Kelly Milner, 29 min

Gotsokati
Canada, Mason Mantla, 45 min

Random Richard's Reviews
Canada, Scott Richardson, 4 min

Why Speaking Your 
Language Is Important

Canada, Jonathan Antoine, 7 min

Con Kids
Canada, Terry Woolf & Gary Milligan  

& Pat Brade, 6 min
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CAPTAIN FANTASTIC 9 PM
USA, MATT ROSS, 118 MIN

In the forests of the Pacific Northwest, a father devoted to raising his six kids with  
a rigorous physical and intellectual education is forced to leave his paradise and enter 
the world, challenging his idea of what it means to be a parent.

MALIGLUTIT 7 PM MATURE CONTENT
CANADA, ZACHARIAS KUNUK, 94 MIN

Nunavut, circa 1913. Kuanana returns from a caribou hunt to discover his wife and 
daughter kidnapped, and the rest of his family slaughtered. His father's spirit helper,  
the loon Kallulik, sets him on course to overturn fate and reunite his family.

Director in Attendance: Zacharias Kunuk.

Kopykat North
Roy’s Audiotronic

Edge YK

NWT Literacy Council
Moms, Boobs and Babies NWT

NWT Pride

SPECIAL THANKS
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SUNDAY, OCT. 2 | Somba ‘Ke 

LABYRINTH 7 PM
USA, JIM HENSON, 101 MIN

A 16-year old girl is given 13 hours to solve a labyrinth and rescue her baby brother 
when her wish for him to be taken away is granted by the Goblin King.

SPONSORS

The NWT Film 
Commission
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